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Del Norte Housing Element Update!
We are excited to announce that in May 2021 Del Norte County kicked 
off the update to the County’s Housing Element. The update is scheduled 
to take approximately two years. We invite the public to be part of the 
planning process and provide input on how Del Norte County should 
address housing supply and affordability over the planning period (2022-
2030).

NEWSLETTER #1: NEWSLETTER #1: 
HOUSING ELEMENT OVERVIEWHOUSING ELEMENT OVERVIEW

housingdelnorte.com

Have questions?
Del Norte County 
Heidi Kunstal, Community Development Director 
hkunstal@co.del-norte.ca.us

What is a Housing Element?
Since 1969, every city and county in California has been required to have 
a Housing Element as part of its General Plan. Unlike other mandatory 
General Plan elements, the Housing Element must be updated every eight 
years and is subject to review and approval by the California Department 
of Housing and Community Development (HCD). Major components of the 
Housing Element include a housing needs assessment, the identification 
of sites for housing at all income levels, a review of constraints to housing, 
and updated policies and programs to carry out the goals of the updated 
element.

The County’s current 2014-2019 Housing Element was adopted in 2014 
and was part of the 5th Cycle of housing element updates in the state. 
This update for the 2022-2030 Housing Element is part of the 6th Cycle 
of housing element updates. Between the 5th and 6th Cycles, the State 
has enacted over a dozen new housing laws, many of which aim to lower 
barriers to building affordable housing. These new requirements will each 
be addressed with this update.

Another major addition to the 6th Cycle Housing Element Update is the 
inclusion of an Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing analysis. This analysis 
will examine housing practices in the county to identify any areas that 
may perpetuate housing inequities in the community. Once identified, the 
Housing Element will create policies and programs to help work towards 
more equitable housing practices.

Visit the Project  
Website to:

 ▪ Stay informed

 ▪ Find out about 
upcoming 
meetings and 
events

 ▪ Sign up for  
email updates

 ▪ Share your ideas



2

What does a Housing Element do?

The purpose of a Housing Element is to:
• Provide an assessment of current and future housing needs
• Identify opportunities and constraints on housing production
• Establish goals, policies, and programs to meet housing needs
• Update County practices and regulations to reflect new State laws

A Housing Element identifies strategies and programs that focus on:
• Conserving and improving existing affordable housing
• Maximizing housing opportunities throughout the county
• Assisting in the provision of affordable housing
• Removing governmental and other constraints to housing investment
• Promoting fair and equal housing opportunities

Phase 0: 
INITIATION
What to expect:    
• Newsletter #1
• Project 

website

Phase 1: 
HOUSING SITES 
INVENTORY
What to expect:  
• Maps of housing 

sites inventory 
from 5th cycle

• Maps of potential 
housing sites for 
6th cycle

• Site analysis
• Final housing sites 

inventory

Phase 2: 
6TH CYCLE HOUSING ELEMENT AND CEQA 
COMPLIANCE
What to expect:  
• Public Draft Housing Element
• Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors Study 

Sessions
• Newsletter #2
• HCD Draft Housing Element
• Response to HCD Comments
• Public Review Initial Study
• Final Initial Study
• Public Hearing of Draft Housing Element

Phase 3: 
IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PROGRAMS
What to expect:  

• Cost estimates and cost/benefit 
analysis for adopted implementation 
programs

• Initial Study or other applicable 
CEQA compliance documentation

Phase 4: 
OBJECTIVE DESIGN STANDARDS AND BY RIGHT 
DEVELOPMENT AMENDMENTS
What to expect:  
• Objective Design and Development Standards Matrix
• Public Review Draft of Amendments

• Public Review Draft Objective Design and Development Standards

• Planning Commission Hearing

• Board of Supervisors Hearing

Phase 5: 
AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCES
What to expect:  
• Public Review Draft Accessory Dwelling Unit Amendments
• General Plan and Zoning Ordinance Modifications
• Planning Commission Hearing (conducted with Phase 4 hearing)

• Board of Supervisors Hearing (conducted with Phase 4 hearing)
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Table 2: 5th Cycle and 6th Cycle RHNA Comparison

Cycle
Lower

Moderate Above Moderate Total RHNA
Very Low Low

5th Cycle 60 37 30 106 233

6th Cycle 102 75 55 154 386

Change +42 +38 +25 +48 +153

The inventory and analysis of adequate sites is a labor-intensive and potentially controversial component of 
the Housing Element Update process. Del Norte County will need to evaluate General Plan land uses and 
the Zoning Code to determine whether there is enough land available to accommodate the assigned RHNA 
allocation for each income category. If unable to accommodate the RHNA, Del Norte County will need to plan 
to rezone additional land to meet the RHNA obligation. 

What is RHNA?
In the process of updating the Housing Element, 
each jurisdiction is required to accommodate its fair 
share of the regional housing need. The Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) is the process 
used to determine housing allocations for each city 
and county. As part of the RHNA, HCD determines 
the total number of housing units needed across 
California over the next decade. 

The RHNA is divided into four income categories to 
determine housing type by affordability:

• Very low household income
• Low household income
• Moderate household income
• Above moderate household income

The household income for each of these categories is 
based on a percentage of the Area Median  
Income (AMI). The breakdown of these categories is 
shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Income Categories

Income Category Percent of AMI
Very low <50%

Low 51-80%

Moderate 81-120%

Above Moderate >120%

Del Norte County’s draft RHNA requirement is 
shown in Table 2. Table 2 also illustrates that Del 
Norte County will be responsible for identifying 
housing sites that can support 153 more housing 
units than required in the 5th Cycle. Across the state, 
jurisdictions are facing similar challenges.
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Get Involved!
For the Housing Element to truly represent the community’s vision 
for the future, we need your help. The success of this planning 
effort will depend on the input of the community, and we have 
provided a range of ways to hear your ideas for the future of Del 
Norte County. You can participate as much or as little as you like, 
from attending public meetings and community workshops to 
providing input online from the comfort of your home.

Visit the Project Website
The project website (housingdelnorte.com) is the hub for 
timely updates with information on the status of the project, 
announcements of upcoming workshops and meetings, and 
publication of key documents. 

Sign Up for Email Updates
You can join the email list on the project website (housingdelnorte.
com). By signing up, you will be notified when the County releases 
new documents and announces meetings, workshops, and other 
events.

Join Meetings and Public Workshops
Not only are these great opportunities to learn about the Housing 
Element update, but meetings and workshops are also a great 
place to share your ideas and connect with the community.

Visit housingdelnorte.com for more information.

How can you make a difference?


